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Academic Positions

2022-2027 PhD Researcher
Université libre de Bruxelles

Initially appointed on the NotLikeUs project (2022-2026)
Awarded FNRS Aspirant PhD Fellowship (2023-2027)

2025-present  Research Affiliate
University of Antwerp (host: Stefaan Walgrave)

Fall 2024 Visiting Researcher
Université de Montréal (host: Ruth Dassonneville)

Education
2026 Ph.D. Political Science (defence: 12 June 2026)
Université libre de Bruxelles
Dissertation: Every Rose Has Its Thorn? The Interplay Between Elections, Affective
Polarization, and Political Behaviour
Supervisor: Jean-Benoit Pilet
Examiners: Ruth Dassonneville, Filip Kostelka, Toni Rodon
2022 M.A. Political Science (grade 1.0)
University of Cologne
2022 M.Sc. (research) European Studies (cum laude)
University of Maastricht
2020 B.A. International Relations
B.A. Philosophy
University of Groningen
Research

Research interests: Comparative Political Behaviour, Elections, European Politics

Articles

Feitosa, F., Eck, B., Pilet, J.-B., & Bélanger, E. (2026). Does (dis)liking the governing parties correlate
with democratic (dis)satisfaction? International Political Science Review.

Eck, B., Michel, E., & Van Haute, E. (2025). The Impact of Party-Voter Congruence on Affective
Polarization: Evidence from Belgium. Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties.

Eck, B. & Michel, E. (2025). Breaking the Stalemate: Europeans’ Preferences to Expand, Cut, or
Sustain Support to Ukraine. Journal of European Public Policy.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2025.2598210
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2025.2509755
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Eck, B. & Paulis, E. (2025). Defending the Status Quo or Seeking Change? Electoral Outcomes,
Affective Polarisation, and Support for Referendums. British Journal of Political Science.

Eck, B. & Michel, E. (2024). Towards a Polarised Electorate? How Polarisation Affects Turnout
Decisions in the Belgian Context of Compulsory Voting. Politics of the Low Countries.

Eck, B. & Schreurs, S. (2024). Unequal perspectives? Income inequality as a benchmark for support
for European integration. European Union Politics.

Book chapters

Eck, B. & Vanagt, J. (forthcoming). The Low Countries (Belgium & the Netherlands): Balancing
National Diversity with Supranational Integration. In T. D. Lancaster (Ed.), Comparative European
Politics. Routledge.

Datasets

Eck, B., Michel, E., Lefevere, J., Pilet, J.-B., Celis, K., Claes, E., Rihoux, B., Van Haute, E., Walgrave,
S., Close, C., Baudewyns, P., Van Ingelgom, V., Severs, E., Kern, A., Wauters, B., & Dodeigne, J.
(2025). NotLikeUs Panel Survey Dataset Belgian 2024 Elections [Dataset]. Social Sciences and
Digital Humanities Archive — SODHA.

Work in Progress

Under review

Election Salience Revisited: How Elections (Do Not) Boost Affective Polarization.
with Elie Michel.

Soft Nudges, Hard Reality: Government Turnout Measures Don’t Offset the Impact of Ending Compul-
sory Voting.
with Ruth Dassonneville and Bram Wauters.

PRRP Identity and Sense of Understanding for Citizens Who Engage in Political Violence.
with Fernando Feitosa and Jean-Benoit Pilet.

The Hollowing of Consociational Politics: Far-Right Surges and Mainstream Losses in the 2024 Belgian
and 2025 Dutch Elections.

Working papers (ordered by progress)

Curbing Citizen Support for Violence Against Politicians.
with Damien Bol and Diane Bolet.

Re-Ostracizing the Radical Right? Quasi-Experimental Evidence from an Election Panel.
with Jochem Vanagt, Laura Jacobs, and Jean-Benoit Pilet.

Happiness, Anger, and Satisfaction with Democracy: Unravelling the Emotional Drivers of the Winner-
Loser Gap.

Ideological, Affective, and EU Polarisation: Mobilising Voters in European Parliament Elections.

The Causal Effect of Knowledge of Compulsory Voting Rules on Turnout.
with Ruth Dassonneville.
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Teaching

Fall 2023 Research Topics in Political Science, Université libre de Bruxelles
(MA level, English)

~ 30 students
Weekly lectures, combination of introduction to research design with application
to the substantive part of the course (citizen polarization in democracies)

Fall 2022 The Development of European Identities, Maastricht University
(BA level, English)
Two groups of ~ 15 students each
Two weekly seminars (for each group), substantive course on European history
and integration

Fall 2022 Mentor group, Maastricht University
(BA level, English)

~ 15 first-year students
Bi-weekly meetings to discuss questions and challenges about university

Conferences and Workshops

Conferences

APSA, 2024, 2025

ECPR, 2023, 2024, 2025 (declined), 2026
EPSA, 2025

EPSS, 2026

Workshops

Annual Political Science Workshops of the Low Countries, 2023, 2024, 2025
CIVICA EUI Workshop: Tackling Polarization among Young Europeans, 2026
Direct Democracy Workshop Ziirich, 2024

ECPR Joint Sessions, 2025

Future of Electoral Democracy Workshop, 2024

Summer School on Democratic Decline and Resilience, 2024

SPSA Annual Congress, 2025

State of the Federation, 2022, 2026

Symposium on Affective Polarization, 2023

UACES Graduate Conference, 2022

Grants

FNRS Aspirant PhD Fellowship, 2023-2027, ~ €140,000
FNRS research stay grant, 2024, ~ €4,000
ULB research stay grant, 2024 ~ €3,000



FNRS travel grant, 2025, ~ €1,500
ULB faculty conference grant, 2025, €350

Service

Reviewer

Acta Politica; British Journal of Political Science; European Journal of Political Research; Journal of Elec-
tions, Public Opinion and Parties; Party Politics; Political Behavior; Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences; Research & Politics; Sexuality Research and Social Policy; Swiss Political Science Review; West
European Politics

Departmental service
Organizer PhD- and postdoc research seminar, 2025—-present

Co-organizer political behaviour seminar, 2026—present

Outreach

Media coverage

L’extréme droite favorite aux Pays-Bas, mais personne “ne veut collaborer avec Geert Wilders apres les
élections”, in L’Avenir (29-10-2025)

‘Alles wat in de plaats komt, is maar surrogaat’: waarom de afschaffing van de opkomstplicht kiezers
weg houdt, in De Morgen (14-10-2025)

L’extréme droite fait tomber le gouvernement, nouvelles élections en vue aux Pays-Bas, in L’Echo (3-
6-2025)

Wilders veut des controles aux frontieres, quel impact pour la Belgique?, in L’Echo (31-5-2025)

Lost in the Maze of Ballot Papers? — The 2024 Belgian Federal Election, in MCC Votes & Seats Podcast
(1-7-2024)

Jeune ou non, diplomé ou pas, urbain ou rural : voici I'électeur type des partis francophones (infogra-
phies), in Le Soir (4-4-2024)

Co-authored media notes on the 2024 Belgian elections on:
* Affective polarization, covered by 7sur7, BRF, De Morgen, Grenzecho, L’Echo, Le Vif, Telesambre

* Undecided voters, covered by De Morgen, L’Avenir, Le Soir, Nieuwsblad, RTBF, The Brussels
Times, VRT

* Vote switching, covered by 7sur7, De Standaard, De Tijd, GVA, Le Soir, Le Vif, RTBF, VRT

Blog posts

The centre holds in the Netherlands, in Inroads: The Canadian Journal of Public Opinion (December
2025)

Military support to Ukraine is more fundamental than enlargement, in ECPR The Loop (August 2025)

Belgium’s 2024 Elections: A Shift to the Right, Though Less Extreme Than Expected, in Who Governs
(June 2024)

The Unequal Effects of Income Inequalities on Public Support for the European Union, in The Hague
Research Institute (April 2024)
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https://www.grenzecho.net/107154/artikel/2024-05-23/wahler-extremer-parteien-sind-belgien-am-unbeliebtesten
https://www.lecho.be/dossiers/elections-en-belgique/elections-2024-malgre-les-attaques-des-elites-politiques-les-electeurs-belges-restent-plutot-tolerants/10548083.html
https://www.levif.be/belgique/politique/a-lattaque-voici-les-partis-les-plus-offensifs-sur-x-et-leurs-cibles-favorites-infographies/
https://www.telesambre.be/info/politique/selon-une-etude-les-electeurs-des-partis-extremes-sont-les-plus-mal-aimes/65143
https://notlikeus.be/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/MediaNote_Undecided_NL.pdf
https://www.demorgen.be/verkiezingen-9-juni/bijna-een-op-de-vijf-vlaamse-kiezers-weet-nog-niet-op-wie-te-stemmen-een-uitspraak-of-tv-optreden-kan-nu-de-doorslag-geven~b292b33c/
https://www.lavenir.net/actu/belgique/2024/06/04/electeurs-indecis-un-belge-sur-cinq-ne-sait-toujours-pas-pour-quel-parti-voter-ce-9-juin-2KUJ2KR2T5HOBK3CLNOM3H2ZIQ/
https://www.lesoir.be/592505/article/2024-06-04/cinq-jours-des-elections-il-reste-21-dindecis-en-wallonie-et-16-bruxelles
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/politiek/de-kiezers-die-tot-het-allerlaatste-moment-blijven-twijfelen-waar-landt-de-zwevende-kiezer/55224302.html
https://www.rtbf.be/article/politique-fiction-y-a-t-il-beaucoup-d-electeurs-qui-ne-savent-toujours-pas-pour-qui-voter-le-9-juin-11383817
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/1077427/one-in-five-belgians-still-unsure-about-who-to-vote-for-on-sunday
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/1077427/one-in-five-belgians-still-unsure-about-who-to-vote-for-on-sunday
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2024/06/04/onbesliste-kiezers/
https://notlikeus.be/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/20240909_MediaNote_SwitchingVoters_with-appendix.pdf
https://www.7sur7.be/belgique/transferts-de-voix-role-de-la-campagne-vote-des-indecis-un-nouveau-regard-sur-les-elections-du-9-juin~a50a4423/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.standaard.be/politiek/vlaams-belang-verspeelde-cruciale-procenten-in-campagne-voor-9-juni/40795359.html
https://www.tijd.be/verkiezingen/federaal/onderzoek-verkiezingsuitslag-vlaams-belang-verspeelde-voorsprong-in-laatste-rechte-lijn/10563735.html
https://www.gva.be/binnenland/vlaams-belang-verspeelde-voorsprong-in-laatste-rechte-lijn-voor-verkiezingen-toont-hoezeer-campagne-het-verschil-kan-maken/37431809.html
https://www.lesoir.be/621902/article/2024-09-11/decolo-et-du-ps-vers-les-engages-de-la-n-va-vers-le-vlaams-belang-une-etude
https://www.levif.be/belgique/politique/comment-les-engages-ont-chipe-des-electeurs-aux-autres-partis/
https://www.rtbf.be/article/mais-que-s-est-il-vraiment-passe-le-9-juin-11432772
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2024/09/09/kiezersbewegingen-verkiezingen-campagne-partijen-n-va-vlaams-bel/
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https://whogoverns.eu/belgiums-2024-elections-a-shift-to-the-right-though-less-extreme-than-expected/
https://hagueresearch.org/unequal-eefects-income/

(Academic) Work Experience

Spring 2024 Country coder, EU&I VAA Project
2024 European Elections

Fall 2022 Teaching Assistant, Maastricht University
Bachelor of European Studies

2021-2022 Research Assistant, Maastricht University
PI: Prof. Anna Herranz Surralles

Spring 2021 Research Intern, Statistics Netherlands
Supervisor: Dr. Hans Schmeets

Spring 2019 Journalist Intern, NRC Handelsblad
Amsterdam, interior affairs department

Skills
Languages Dutch (native), English (fluent), German (advanced), Spanish (intermediate),
French (basic)

Software BTgX, Qualtrics, R, Stata
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